Readings
June 30, 2019

First Reading: Psalm 16:5-11

The Lord is my chosen portion and my cup;
you hold my lot.
The boundary lines have fallen for me in pleasant places;
| have a goodly heritage.
| bless the Lord who gives me counsel;
in the night also my heart instructs me.
| keep the Lord always before me;
because he is at my right hand, | shall not be moved.
Therefore my heart is glad, and my soul rejoices;
my body also rests secure.
For you do not give me up to Sheol,
or let your faithful one see the Pit.
You show me the path of life.
In your presence there is fullness of joy;
in your right hand are pleasures forevermore.

— New Revised Standard Version

My choice is you, God, first and only.
And now | find I’'m your choice!
You set me up with a house and yard.
And then you made me your heir!
The wise counsel God gives when I’'m awake
is confirmed by my sleeping heart.
Day and night I'll stick with God;
I’'ve got a good thing going and I’'m not letting go.
I’m happy from the inside out,
and from the outside in, I'm firmly formed.
You canceled my ticket to hell—
that’s not my destination!
Now you’ve got my feet on the life path,
all radiant from the shining of your face.
Ever since you took my hand,
I’m on the right way.

—from The Message by Eugene Peterson



Second Reading John 3:16

For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may
not perish but may have eternal life.

— New Revised Standard Version

This is how much God loved the world: He gave his Son, his one and only Son. And this is why:
so that no one need be destroyed; by believing in him, anyone can have a whole and lasting life.
He came to help, to put the world right again.

—from The Message by Eugene Peterson

God so feels and moans and loves this world that she offers her beloved and begotten child,
that we shall feel a sense of wonder and experience and touch God-ness inside our being and
beyond.

—another version



