Readings for July 5, 2026

Sacred Text
Romans 8:31-39

What, then, shall we say in response to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us? He who did
not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all—how will he not also, along with him, graciously give
us all things? Who will bring any charge against those whom God has chosen? It is God who justifies.
Who then is the one who condemns? No one. Christ Jesus who died—more than that, who was raised to
life—is at the right hand of God and is also interceding for us. Who shall separate us from the love of
Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or sword? As it is
written: “For your sake we face death all day long; we are considered as sheep to be slaughtered.”

No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. For | am convinced
that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any
powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the
love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Another Sacred Text
Matthew 19:1-15

When Jesus had finished saying these things, he left Galilee and went into the region of Judea to the
other side of the Jordan. Large crowds followed him, and he healed them there. Some Pharisees came
to him to test him. They asked, “Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife for any and every reason?”
“Haven’t you read,” he replied, “that at the beginning the Creator ‘made them male and female,” and
said, ‘For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and the two will
become one flesh’? So they are no longer two, but one flesh. Therefore what God has joined together,
let no one separate.”

“Why then,” they asked, “did Moses command that a man give his wife a certificate of divorce and
send her away?” Jesus replied, “Moses permitted you to divorce your wives because your hearts were
hard. But it was not this way from the beginning. | tell you that anyone who divorces his wife, except
for sexual immorality, and marries another woman commits adultery.” The disciples said to him, “If
this is the situation between a husband and wife, it is better not to marry.”

Jesus replied, “Not everyone can accept this word, but only those to whom it has been given. For
there are eunuchs who were born that way, and there are eunuchs who have been made eunuchs by
others—and there are those who choose to live like eunuchs for the sake of the kingdom of heaven.
The one who can accept this should accept it.”

Then people brought little children to Jesus for him to place his hands on them and pray for them. But
the disciples rebuked them. Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for
the kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these.” When he had placed his hands on them, he went on
from there.



